
SALPA MAXIMA. 

Character Genericus. 

Corpus liberum, gelatinofum, utroque apice aper- 

tum, intus vacuum: inteftino oblique. 

Lin. Syji. Nat. Gmel. p. 3129. 

Character Specific us, &c. 

SALPA utroque apice appendiculato. 

Lin. Syjl. Nat. Gmcl. p. 31291 

Forjk. Fn. Aegypt. Arab. p. 12. n. 130. 

A quo tempore publicata eft fyftematis Linnieani 

duodecima editio, audios eft in tantum zoologite 

campus, ut in plerifque animalium divifionibus, in 

nuilis vero magis quam in Mollufcis nova genera 

inftituere necefle eftet. Inter base eminet genus 

Salpa, quod animalia continet forma, ut plurimum, 

fubquadrata et elongata, quorum corpus tubulatum 

et gelatum, apice utroque aperto, vifeerum ramofo- 

rum veftigia fubobfeura intus oftendit: qute tamen 

in nonnullis fpeciebus evidentius cernuntur. Gre- 

gatim eunt Salpte, celerrime natantes, pofluntque 

extremitates utrafque ad libitum vel contrahere vel 

dilatare. Perlucidte admodum funt, et interdum 

fplendide 



fplendide varieque verficolorcs. Multas fcepc cer- 

nereeft fibi invicem adhjerentes, lateribus conjundlis, 

Videtur fumma elTe affinitas Salparum generi cum 

Dagyzis, prime detedis a Jofepho Banks, et Solan- 

dro, prope littora Hifpanica. PolTent fortalTe hjec 

duo genera rede fatis confociari, Salp$ fere omnes 

in mari Mediterranco nafeuntur. 
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THE 

GREAT SALPA. 

Generic Character. 

Body tubular, nayant, open at each extremity, 

furniflaed with an oblique inteftine. 

Specific Character. 

SALPA with an appendicle at each extremity. 

The field of zoology has been fo much enlarged 

by the difcoveries made fince the twelfth edition of 

the Syftema Naturae of Linnaeus, that it has been 

found necelfary to inflitute a variety of new genera 

in moft of the divifions of the animal kingdom. In 

the divifion Mollufca thefe new genera are particu¬ 

larly confpicuous, and form not the leaft curious 

additions to the hiftory of Nature. The genus Salpa 

may be numbered amongfi: the moft ftriking. The 

Salpte, in general, are of an elongated and fome- 

what fquarhh form, and confift of an oblong, tu¬ 

bular body, open at each extremity, and marked in 

the interior ftrudlure with fome obfcure appearance 

of ramified vifcera; which are much more apparent 

in fome fpecies than in others. They are of a gre¬ 

garious nature, and fwim with great facility: pof- 

fe fling 



feffing the power of contrafting or opening at plea- 

fure the cavity of their extremities; they are very 

tranfparent, and fometimes exhibit a rich appearance 

of varying colors. Several are frequently found ad¬ 

hering clofely together in a lateral diredlion. It may 

not be improper to add that the animals of the ge¬ 

nus Salpa feem extremely nearly allied to thofe of 

the genus Dagyza, firft difcovered by Sir Jofeph 

Banks and Dr. Solander, near the coafts of Spain. 

Perhaps the two genera of Salpa and Dagyza might 

be incorporated without any violation of propriety: 

the Salpae, in general, are natives of the Mediterra¬ 

nean fea. 


